DEACON BRODIE

conventional virtues. Yet it is recorded of him that he was a
devoted son and brother; a kind and affectionate parent to his
irregular offspring. And he was hanged for stealing four
pounds! Verily, he fell a victim to the ruthless ferocity of the
penal code of his time. Nowadays a few weeks' imprisonment
would have been the measure of his punishment. Or, per-
adventure, had the defence called some of our distinguished
alienists, it would plainly have appeared that the unhappy
Deacon suffered such "diminished responsibility" as freed
him from the consequences of his misdeeds. So that although
he was unsuitable for Borstal, a rest cure in a mental nursing-
home might have met the case.

67